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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )£3 Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 October 2007 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 

* 

forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
1 0/22/07 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

1. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-6, 10-13, 18, 20-22, and 26-28 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Huang et al (hereinafter Huang) US 2004/0070605 in view of 
Bushey US 2003/0217186. 

• In regards to claims 1 and 18, Huang teaches a method for controlling a network, 
comprising the steps of: determining whether a new control menu exists by 
accessing the Internet according to a set period, wherein the control menu is 
associated with a piece of equipment in the network (page 2 and 3, paragraph 
[0022], [0025] and [0026]); if the new control menu exists, performing a first 
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download of downloading the new control menu; adding the downloaded new 
control menu to a corresponding control menu list (page 2, paragraph [0023]- 
[0024], the available list of new content); and performing a second download of 
one or more downloading corresponding new control programs using the added 
new control menu (page 2, paragraph [0023]-[0024], selecting the new content 
desired), . However, Huang does not specifically teach a home network. 
Bushey teaches an apparatus for and method of seamless wireless multimedia 
download path to peer networked appliances. Bushey further teaches a home 
network (page 4 paragraphs [0026] and [0027]). It would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the method 
and apparatus of Huang to include the teachings of Bushey in order to provide 
updates to home network appliances. One would have been motivated to make 
such a combination in order to update home network appliance menus and 
programs efficiently. 

• In regards to claim 2, Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 1 and 18). 
Huang further teaches wherein determining whether a new control menu exists 
further comprises determining if the new control menu is not contained in a 
current corresponding control menu list (page 3 paragraph [0025]). 

• In regards to claim 3, Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 1 and 18). 
Huang further teaches wherein determining whether a new control menu exists 

» 

further comprises determining if the new control menu is an upgraded version of 
the current control menu (page 3 paragraph [0025]). 
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• In regards to claim 4, Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 1 and 18). 
Huang further teaches wherein performing a second download of one or more 
corresponding control programs further comprises selecting a new item 
corresponding to a new control program from the added new control menu to 
initiate the second download control program is downloaded when a user selects 
the added new control (page 2 paragraphs [0022]-[0024]). 

• In regards to claim 5, Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 1 and 18). 
However Huang does not specifically teach wherein performing a second 
download comprises selecting an auto mode to automatically initiate the second 
download of one or more new control programs associated with the added new 
control menu. 

Bushey teaches an apparatus for and method of seamless wireless multimedia 
download path to peer networked appliances. Bushey further teaches wherein 
performing a second download comprises selecting an auto mode to 
automatically initiate the second download of one or more new control programs 
associated with the added new control menu (page 4 paragraphs [0026] and 
[0028]). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time 
of the invention to modify the method and apparatus of Huang to include the 
teachings of Bushey in order to provide updates to home network appliances. 
One would have been motivated to make such a combination in order to update 
home network appliance menus and programs automatically. 
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• In regards to claim 6, Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 1 and 18). 
Huang further teaches further comprising storing the one or more downloaded 

* 

control program after the second download (page 3 paragraph [0025]). 

• In regards to claims 10 and 20, Huang teaches a method for controlling a 
network, comprising the steps of: determining whether one or more new control 
menus exist by accessing the Internet according to a set period, wherein each 
control menu is associated with a piece of equipment in the network (page 2 and 
3, paragraph [0022], [0025] and [0026]); if one or more new control menus exist, 
performing a first download of the one or more new control menus; adding the 
one or more downloaded new control menus to one or more corresponding 
control menu lists (page 2, paragraph [0023]-[0024], the available list of new 
content); performing a second download of one or more corresponding new 
control programs using an added new control menu; providing the one or more 
downloaded new control menus (page 2, paragraph [0023]-[0024]), selecting the 
new content desired) to the corresponding pieces of equipment (page 3 
paragraph [0027] and [0028]). However, Huang does not specifically teach a 
home network. 

Bushey teaches an apparatus for and method of seamless wireless multimedia 
download path to peer networked appliances. Bushey further teaches a home 
network (page 4 paragraphs [0026] and [0027]). It would have been obvious for 
the reasons stated above (see claims 1 and 18). 
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• In regards to claims 1 1 and 21 , Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 
1 and 18). Huang further teaches wherein the method is performed by each 
piece of equipment in the network (page 3 paragraph [0027] and [0028]). 
However, Huang does not specifically teach a home network. 

Bushey teaches an apparatus for and method of seamless wireless multimedia 
download path to peer networked appliances. Bushey further teaches a home 
network (page 4 paragraphs [0026] and [0027]). It would have been obvious for 
the reasons stated above (see claims 1 ad 18). 

• In regards to claims 12 and 22, Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 
1 and 18). Huang further teaches further comprising allowing each piece of 
equipment in the network to access each control menu list associated with a 
corresponding piece of equipment in the network (page 3 paragraph [0027] and 
[0028]). However, Huang does not specifically teach a home network. 
Bushey teaches an apparatus for and method of seamless wireless multimedia 
download path to peer networked appliances. Bushey further teaches a home 
network (page 4 paragraphs [0026] and [0027]). It would have been obvious for 
the reasons stated above (see claims 1 ad 18). 

• In regards to claim 13, Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 1 and 
1 8). Huang further teaches further comprising storing the one or more 
downloaded new control programs in memory associated with a piece of 
equipment that performed the first and second downloads prior to providing the 
one or more downloaded new control programs to the corresponding pieces of 
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equipment that implement the new control program (page 3 paragraphs [0025]- 
0029]). 

• In regards to claims 26 and 27, Huang teaches a network apparatus, the 
network apparatus including the Internet network and a network receiving 
information through the Internet network, the network apparatus comprising: a 
power line for supplying communication signals, control signals and power 
source; a plurality of equipment connected to the power line and having the 
Internet function (page 3 paragraphs [0027]-[0029]) and an on-screen function 
that provides display of a control menu list including one or more control menus, 
wherein the plurality of equipment are operable to perform a first download of a 
new control menu from the Internet based on a determination, occurring at a set 
period (page 2, paragraph [0023]-[0024], the available list of new content), of a 
new control menu existing at the Internet and perform a second download 

■ 

operation of one or more corresponding new control programs using the added 
new control menu a menu manager operable to store the control menu lists, 
register the downloaded control menu as a new control menu item into the 
control menu list, and provide the control menu lists to the respective pieces of 
equipment by request, wherein the plurality of equipment is further operable to 
download through the Internet network the control programs for other pieces of 
equipment in the home network in addition to their own control programs (page 2, 
paragraph [0023]-[0024]). However, Huang does not specifically teach a home 
network. 
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Bushey teaches an apparatus for and method of seamless wireless multimedia 
download path to peer networked appliances. Bushey further teaches a home 
network (page 4 paragraphs [0026] and [0027]). It would have been obvious for 
the reasons stated above (see claims 1 and 18). 
• In regards to claim 28, Huang teaches the limitations above (see claims 1 and 
18). Huang further teaches wherein the menu manager is further operable to 
manage the control menu lists for the pieces of equipment equipments (page 3 
paragraphs [0025] and [026] and [0029]). However, Huang does not specifically 
teach sharing of the control menu lists. 

Bushey teaches an apparatus for and method of seamless wireless multimedia 
download path to peer networked appliances. Bushey further teaches sharing of 
the control menu lists (page 4 paragraphs [0027] and [028]). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the invention to modify the 
method and apparatus of Huang to include the teachings of Bushey in order to 
the sharing of control menu lists. One would have been motivated to make such 
a combination in order to share control menus lists between the devices of the 
home network for peer to peer communication (page 4 paragraph [0028]). 



I 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-28 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Shashi K. Becker whose telephone number is 571-272- 
8919. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

■ 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IM USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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